Protection devices and thrombectomy for native coronary artery ST-elevation myocardial infarction.
Distal thrombus embolization during primary percutaneous coronary intervention occurs frequently and is associated with compromised long term outcomes. Apart from pharmacological agents, great interest has recently been shown in various mechanical devices aimed at either reducing the amount of thrombus present or preventing its distal migration. However, despite the intuitive appeal of such devices, their application remains uncertain given the results of emerging randomized trials. Data presently available show a significant discrepancy between softer clinical endpoints such as reperfusion markers and hard clinical outcomes. The purpose of this review is to summarize the current clinical evidence and provide guidelines for their use.